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for a family, and about one-half receive very much less than that" 

(P- 14)- 

There are concise chapters on "The Principle of Compulsion," 
"Extent of Health Insurance," "The Scope of Health Insurance," 
"Medical Benefits," "Money Benefits," "Funeral Benefit," "Optional 
Benefits," "Bearing the Cost," "Distribution of Cost," "Organization of 
Insurance," "Administrative Organization," "Financial Organization," 
"Organization of Medical Aid and Estimates of Cost." Appendixes 
deal with the constitutionality of health insurance and organization of 
medical aid. 

Of considerable theoretical and practical interest is the way of 
Dr. Rubinow in urging the "principle of compulsion" (chap. ii). He 
notes the increasing tendency toward compulsory insurance throughout 
Europe and summarizes the reasons: 

First, the classes in which there is most need and disease do not 
insure voluntarily. They have no surplus and do not understand the 
advantages of insurance. 

Secondly, illness is a hazard in which industry, individual, and the 
general organization of society are co-implicated. Justice requires 
sharing of the burden. Compulsion embodies this principle most 
adequately. 

Thirdly, experience shows that compulsion secures a superior, 
standardized service. 

To appease the belated advocate of an abstract anarchism with his 
slogan, "Insurance is nobody's business but my own." Dr. Rubinow 
shows (i) that health insurance is a form of taxation and is therefore a 
"right" of the state; (2) that its principle is acknowledged in com- 
pulsory education and vaccination, and more definitely in state legisla- 
tion regarding accident insurance; (3) that illness is obviously an 
economic drain affecting the stability of family and public institutions 
which must pay for the invalid's support. 

E. L. Talbert 

University of Cincinnati 



Occupations: A Textbook in Vocational Guidance. By Gowin and 

Wheatley. Boston, New York, and Chicago: Ginn & Co., 

1916. Pp. xii+357- 

Vocational guidance is receiving much careful study by those who 

are interested in young people of the ages from twelve to eighteen. 

Professor Gowin and Superintendent Wheatley have added a valuable 
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contribution in their book, Occupations. This book is well adapted to 
the junior-high-school period of a boy's life. It is during this period 
that the boy should get an insight into the social and economic possi- 
bilities of the main trunkline vocations of our country. The only way 
that this information will ever reach the vast majority of boys is through 
books. 

This book is divided into three parts. Part I is a discussion of 
"Characteristics of a Good Vocation," and "How to Study a Vocation." 
The suggestions should help those interested in vocational guidance. 
Part II is a description of the vocations usually listed under the following 
heads: "Agriculture," "Commercial Occupations," "Transportation," 
"Civil Service," "Manufacturing," "The Building Trades," "The 
Engineering Professions," "The Learned Professions and Allied 
Occupations," "Miscellaneous and New Openings." The description 
of each vocation taken up is necessarily short, and therefore gives only 
a very general idea of the vocation. But, even so, the boy reading the 
short descriptions will get enough to arouse his interest in some of the 
vocations and cause him to make further investigations. 

Part III is given over to short discussions on "Choosing Your 
Life- Work," "Securing a Position," and "Efficient Work and Its 
Reward." The suggestions are helpful and should be a part of the 
education of every boy. 

The bibliography given at the end of each chapter and the four sets 
of "Vocational Libraries" in the appendix make the book a valuable 
contribution to the literature on vocational guidance. 

Edwin L. Holton 

State Agricultural College 
Manhattan, Kan. 



History of the Working Classes in France. A Review of Levasseur's 
Histoire des classes ouvrieres et de I'industrie en France avant 
1789. By Agnes Mathilde Wergeland. Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press, 1916. Pp. vi-l-136. $1.00. 

This review of Levasseur's great work appeared first in the Journal 
of Political Economy. In the words of "K. M." in the Preface, it "is 
not merely an ordinary review. It is rather a running commentary in 
brief, for which the author himself showed warm appreciation. It 
throws emphasis on the chief features of the work, and arouses the 
English reader's and the student's desire for further acquaintance with 
the original. This is the justification for reprinting it as a separate 



